
Joshua Kirby
Portfolio—Graphic Design

Site landing page, content page, collateral material for joshuakirby.net, digital, 2013



Joshua Kirby
Portfolio—Illustration / Production Work

Illustration, pattern work, pierced paper designs, Lovebirds scrapbook paper line with embellishments, SEI, Inc., 2008



Joshua Kirby
Portfolio—Illustration / Production Work

Illustration, pattern work, foil/varnish designs, En Route scrapbooking paper line with embellishments, SEI, Inc., 2009



Joshua Kirby
Portfolio—Branding / Promotional Work

Promotional brochure and stand (8.5 x 11 inches), quarter page magazine ad, custom leather foil stamping die designs, Restoration Books, 2011



Joshua Kirby
Portfolio—Exhibition / User Experience

Promotional poster (24 x 36 inches), signage, exhibition brochure for BODY to STONE, Reflections Gallery—University of Idaho, 2013

Exhibition poster 
reference artworks:

© Kassie Smith

© Monika Lemmon



Joshua Kirby
Portfolio—Poster Design

Advertising poster, Restoration Books; Various exhibition posters, Reflections Gallery—University of Idaho, inkjet prints, approx. 11 x 17 inches each, 2014-2016

the Reflections Gallery in the 
Idaho Commons at the University 
of Idaho is seeking for 
solo/group exhibition proposals 
for the 2016–2017 school year.

proposal requirements:
· up to 5 digital images of works
· description of work
· name and contact information

please submit proposals and inquiries 
to reflectionsgallery@uidaho.edu 
by friday, may 13th.

the Reflections Gallery showcases the 
talents of University of Idaho students
and faculty, as well as academic 
programs, clubs, and the community. 

single works may be curated into group 
shows and larger exhibits.



Joshua Kirby
Portfolio—‘Found Type’ Poetry

“Found type” poetry 
emerged from my love 
of language, historic 
type, and creative 
writing.

In 19th century type specimen catalogs, nonsense word combinations were often 
used to showcase available typefaces. Based on their aesthetic qualities and 
linguistic merit per se, I scanned and rearranged some of these unique phrases 
into six poems about friendship. All but a few of the phrases were transposed 
exactly from the original catalog format, often including pricing information and 
sample numerals along with unique word combinations.

Hawaii, 1995, six laser prints on Rives BFK 280 gsm Gray, 12 x 18 inches each, 2016



Joshua Kirby
Portfolio—3D Design, Printing

Various rings, 3D-printed in silver, brass, stainless steel, 8–13 mm tall, 2014–2017
Various rings, virtual renderings, 2014–2017



Joshua Kirby
Portfolio—Document Restoration, Font Creation

Listen to the Voice of Truth, Vol. 1, New York, 1844, digital document restoration for replica reprinting, with custom font VOT Century.otf created in FontForge, 2022

Multiple exemplars of each glyph were identified and image-traced, then visually adjusted 
to capture the roughness and textual density of the original print.

VOT Century.otf

A B C D E F G H I J K L M N O P Q 
R S T U V W X Y Z a b c d e f g h i j k 
l m n o p q r s t u v w x y z ff    fi fl ffl 
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 0 % ‰ / () [] {} | # = + 
“ ‘’ ” * _ - – — < + > . , : ; ? !
Built-in contextual alternates trigger double-letter substitutions (to reduce the appearance 
of obvious glyph repetition):

bb cc dd ee gg ll mm nn oo pp rr ss tt

VOT Century.otf imposed over the original document image after hand kerning to accurately 
reflect the original letter spacing.

High resolution scans of source document with poorly 
impressed type in some areas, requiring restoration.



Joshua Kirby
Portfolio—Traditional Design, Bookbinding

REVELATION, paper, wood, laser print, inkjet print, gesso, acrylic, gold leaf, 4.5 x 9 inches, 2013
Blank books, “secret belgian” binding, batique and printed Florentine paper covers, ingres cotton paper, waxed linen, 5 x 7 inches each, 2017

Blank miniature books (US Quarter for scale), calfskin and lokta paper covers, marbled endpapers, Scriptmark cotton bond, 0.5 x 0.625 and 0.75 x 1 inches, 2016
POLARIS, chipboard, wood, acrylic, salvaged brass, opal, 6 x 9 inches, 2014



Joshua Kirby
Portfolio—MFA Work

My graduate thesis focused on the intersection of Art and Science, where the faculty of wonder can be developed and nurtured to promote learning. I departed 
from my usual emphasis in graphic design, using random brass and glass objects from the thrift store to create instruments and apparatus that evoke a certain 

Enlightenment-era scientific aesthetic. These were arranged in and around a 19th century display cabinet to elicit a sense of curiosity and wonder in my
audience, not unlike the wunderkammern that so often generated wonder and promoted learning among students during the Enlightenment period.

Array (top left) and Core (bottom right), salvaged brass, salvaged glass, epoxy, approx. 24 x 24 and 24 x 36 in, 2016


